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world outside those walls that he dispatched St. Augustine on
his mission to England. Like Columbus later, Gregory little
realized what he was doing. Gregory merely hoped to snatch
a few more souls from perdition before the Coining of Anti-
christ and the Day of Doom ended an unfortunate business
which, thanks to Adam and Eve, the Serpent and the apple,
had gone wrong from the first. For, as he explained in his
letter to King Ethelbert of Kent, the end of the world was
approaching, and would shortly be upon us.1
Yet, in reality, Pope Gregory was 'calling in a new world
to redress the balance of the old5.
For, at the moment, civilization had little chance in
Romanized Western Europe. The conquering barbarians were
quarrelling over the loot of the Roman Empire till they lost
whatever barbaric virtues they had formerly possessed when
they lived in the more austere surroundings of their native
forests and swamps. A good idea of life in Western Europe
can be drawn from the two historians who- are nearest in date
to Bede, Gregory of Tours for the History of the Franks, and Paul
the Deacon for the History of the Lombards.
What the ruling Prankish kings and queens were like we may
gather from the way in which Queen Fredegund suppressed her
naughty daughter Rigunth. Growing tired of the impertinences
of her daughter, Fredegund invited her to share the crown
jewels, which were kept in a huge chest. She handed out one
after another, and at length, pretending to be tired, she said,
Take them out for yourself, my dear.9 The daughter put her
arm into the chest, and the mother brought down the lid with
all her might upon the head of her unruly offspring, and pressed
her throat against the edge of the chest, till her daughter's eyes
were starting out of her head. The murder was prevented by
a handmaid calling for help: 'Her Royal Highness the Queen
is suffocating Her Royal Highness the Princess.3 a This is not
an unfair example of the manners and morals of the reigning
house in Merovingian France, though there were exceptions
like the worthy King Guntram, 'whose memory is stained by
only one or two murders'.
1 Ecclesiastical History, i, 32.           2 History of the Franks, ix, 34.
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